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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


In our last, [September No.] a 
correspondent, signing himself a 
Subscriber, wished to see explained 
a certain question put by the Bi- 
shop to the candidate for Deacon’s 
orders, ‘‘ Do you trust you are in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghost 
to take upon you this office ?”’ &. 
Whatever difficulty there may be 
in understanding this question must 
turn upon the words inwardly mov- 
ed by the Holy Ghost. Are they to 
be understood of a supernatural 
and immediate impulse of the Spi- 
rit of God, qualifying and giving the 
candidate a will to take upon him- 
self the office of ministering in the 
church ? Is it a special call, invisi- 
ble to the world and known only to 
himself, to which an affirmative an- 
swer is expected and given, “I 
trust so”—Or on the other hand, is 
there any thing more intended,than 
that the candidate trusts he is mov- 
ed by the ordinary operations of 
divine grace, in the administrations 
of Providence, and believes him- 
self qualified, with all due depend- 
ance on that grace, to subserve the 
glory of God and the salvation of 
men? It is deemed not difficult to 
make it appear, that this latter 
must be the import of the question, 
and the sense in which it is to be 
understood. 

it is the uniform doctrine of all 
Protestants, excepting a few Qua- 
kers, that the spirit of immediate 
inspiration ceased with the last liv- 
ing Apostle, when the Canon of 
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Scripture was complete ; and that 
henceforth to this time, the church 
has been left to make its way in 
the world, under the superintend- 
ance of a holy Providence, com- 
bined with the promised aids of di- 
vine grace on the hearts of men: 
In this scheme of things, those are 
embraced who are to minister at 
the altar, and preach the words of 
eternal life, no less than others.— 
They indeed stand in want of more 
grace than others, and they have 
the assurance of their divine Mas- 
ter, that if they ask they shall re- 
ceive more abundance, for to him 
that hath shall be given. And how 
given? Certainly through the in- 
strumentality of prayer and other 
ordinary means of grace. 


{The late Editor of this work 
had proceeded thus far in his an- 
swer to the inquiry of a subscriber, 
wher he was attacked by disease, 


.and soon after closed his long and 


useful labours. These few lines, 
on this very interesting topic, are 
believed to be the last he ever 
wrote, and though it 1s merely in- 
troductory to the course of obsery- 
ation which he would have adopted 
had he been allowed to complete 
the article, yet as they were writ- 
ten at atime when he felt a strong 
conviction of his approaching dis- 
solution, and are sufficient to ena- 
ble one to gather his opinion on a 
question which is put to every can- 
didate for holy orders in the church, 
at the particular request of the fa- 
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which acegords with our own feel- 
ings, these few lines are published. 
It is not our imtention to enter 
upon a discussion of this subject, 
but this opportunity is taken to re- 
mark, that genuine faith, ardent 
piety, and a sincere endeavour to 
sustain a character of true holiness 
are supposed to exist already in the 
candidate for holy orders. In ad- 
dition to this, the Church requires 
as a qualification, that the candidate 
should trust that he is inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghost to take 
upon himself the office and work 
of the ministry. It is no easy task 
to express what is meant by this 
inward moving of the Holy Ghost, 
nor do we believe that it can be ex- 
actly comprehended, except by 
those who are conscious that they 
have been the subjects of the in- 
fluence which the church inquires 
for in this language. We are no 
enthusiasts, nor do we believe in 
immediate and sensible communi- 
cations of the divine Spirit, but we 
do believe that those who are call- 
ed of God to the work of the mi- 
nistry, are moved thereto by the 
Holy Ghost, in the manner implied 
by the language of the question ; 
and this fact is to be ascertained in 
foro conscientia, by the candidate, 
and bis conviction of it is to be de- 
clared by him to the Church. 
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From the Christian Journal. 


Abstract of the Journal of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Tenth Annual 
Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the State of 
North-Carolina, holden in St. 
Matthew's Church, Hillsborough, 
on Thursday, May 18th, Friday, 
May 19th, Saturday, May 20th, 
and Monday, May 22d, 1826. 


Bishop Ravenscroft’s Episcopal Journal. 


THE convention was attended 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Raven- 
scroft, and eight clerical and twen- 
ty-one lay delegates, representing 
fourteen parishes. The Rev. Rich- 
ard S. Mason, rector of Christ 
church, Newbern, was chosen se- 
cretary ; and Mr. Walker Anderson 
assistant-secretary, for the purpose 
of expediting the publication of the 
journals.—-Morning prayer was 
performed by the Rev. Henry M. 
Mason, rector of St. John’s church, 
Fayetteville ; and the sermon 
preached by the Rev. Adam Empie, 
rector of St. James’s church, Wil- 
mington.—After service, Bishop 
Ravenscroft delivered the 


EPISCOPAL JOURNAL. 


With renewed and increased 
cause of thankfulness to the great 
Head of the church, and Disposer 
of all events in this world, to the 
advancement of his pure and unde- 
filed religion, we are again permit- 
ted, my clerical and lay brethren, 
to unite our counsels and our efforts 
to promote the same glorious and 
gracious purpose. And as the di- 
vine mercy is pleased te continue 
thus favourable to us, I trust it will 
prove an additional ground of in- 
creased exertion on our part, to 
give ourselves heartily to the ful- 
filment of those duties whieh are 
intrusted to the representatives of 
the church, by the various congre- 
gations in this diocese. And this 
body, to which is committed such 
high and holy interests, will enter 
upon them, I doubt not, with such 
a reverend impression of their im- 
portance, such a deep sense of their 
personal responsibility, and such a 
firm dependence on divine direc- 
tion, as shall ensure a happy and 
profitable issue to its labours, in the 
continuance of the divine blessing 
upon the exertions put forth for the 














advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom in this portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard. 

Full of this hope, my reverend 
and lay brethren, I now proceed to 
lay before you the state of the 
church in this diocese, as presented 
to my observation, in my visits to 
the different congregations of which 
it is composed, during the past con- 
ventional year. 

The intended course of episco- 
pal visits for the previous year 
having been interrupted by sick- 
ness, as mentioned in my address 
to the last convention, my first ob- 
ject, after the adjournment of the 
convention which met in Washing- 
ton, was to supply this deficiency. 
On the 26th April accordingly I 
left Washington for Edenton, ac- 
companied by the Rev. Mr. Avery, 
and the Rev. Mr. Pierson. In pass- 
ing through the town of Plymouth, 
the application of some of the in- 
inhabitants of the place was com- 
plied with, and divine service was 
performed, and a sermon preached 
im the court-house, by candle light, 
to a respectable and attentive con- 
gregation. 

On the next day, opportunity 
was taken to pay a visit to Mrs. 
Pettigrew, the aged widow of the 
Rev Mr. Pettigrew, formerly bish- 
op elect of this diocese. To this 
I was prompted, as well by my own 
feelings, as by the respect conceiv- 
ed to be due from the diocese at 
large, to the relict of one who was 
thought worthy to preside over the 
interests of this branch of the 
church of Christ, and which | feit 
perfectly sure it would be pleased 
to manifest through its present re- 
presentative. To this venerable 
Jady the attention thus shown was 
most grateful, and none the less so 
from being altogether unlooked for ; 
while to myself it was more than 
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gratifying ; because, to the satisfac- 
tion arising from the performance 
of what is believed to be a duty, 
was added the assurance, that the 
church has yet many friends re- 
maining in that immediate neigh- 
borhood, who want only the op- 
portunity to return again to those 
services in which they were raised, 
but of which they have long been 
deprived. They have a neat little 
church, iv perfect repair, built by 
Mr. Pettigrew, in which the Me- 
thodists occasionally officiate, and 
on whose ministrations the mem- 
bers of the church are compelled 
by necessity to attend. On the 
next day I took leave of Mrs. Petti- 
grew, and arrived in Edenton in the 
afternoon. 

On the 29th, divine service was 
performed in the afternoon in St. 
Paul’s church, Edenton, by the 
Rev. Mr. Pierson, and a sermon 
preached by myself. Onthe 30th, 
the usual services were performed 
in the forenoon, after which 1} 
preached and confirmed five per- 
sons. Sunday, May the Ist, morn- 
ing prayer was read by the Rev. 
Mr. Pierson, after which | preach- 
ed and administered the holy com- 
munion.. In the afternoon, the 
usual services, with a sermon by 
myself, were afforded to the con- 
gregation, which was both numer- 
ous and attentive. 

On the 2d May, I left Edenton 
for Elizabeth City, accompanied 
by the Rev. Mr. Avery, and the 
Rev. Mr. Pierson. On the 3d, di- 
vine service was performed in the 
court-house in the forenoon, after 
which | confirmed nine persons, 
preached, and administered the 
communion to 10 communicants. 
In the evening the service was re- 
peated, with asermon by myself. 
On the 4th, returned to Edenton, 
and on the way performed diving 
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service, and preached to a small 
congregation in Hertford. 

May the 5th, left Edenton, in 
company with the Rev. Mr. Pier- 
son, for Bath. 

May 8th, divine service was 

rformed in the forenoon, at Bath, 
by the Rev. Mr. Pierson, after 
which I administered the rite of 
confirmation to 26 persons, preach- 
ed a sermon and administered the 
holy communion. During the whole 
of the services I was much gratifi- 
ed with the orderly deportment of 
a large congregation, and with the 
devout and deep interest manifest- 
ed by the members of the church 
in all that pertains to her order and 
worship. 

On the next day, the 9th, pro- 
ceeded to Zion chapel. Fourteen 
persons were confirmed, and a ser- 
mon preached by myself to a large 
and attentive congregation. In the 
evening went on to Washington. 

May 10th, in St. Peter’s church, 
Washington, morning prayer was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Pierson. Five 
persons were confirmed, and a ser- 
mon preached by myself. In the 
evening, service was again per- 
formed by Mr. Pierson, and a ser- 
mon preached by myself. 

May 11th, proceeded to Trinity 
chapel, where, after divine service, 
I confirmed 12 persons, preached, 
and administered the holy com- 
munion. In the evening returned 
to Washington. 

May 12th, left Washington for 
Raleigh, by way of Greenville and 
Tarborough, at both of which pla- 
ces appointments had been made. 
In the evening of the 12th, preach- 
ed in Greenville to a small congre- 
gation, composed chiefly of the re- 
sidents of the village, but few Epis- 
copalians, and those few nearly 
strangers to their own services, 
from long disuse. There is, how- 
ever, a spirit abiding with them, 


Bishop Ravenscroft’s Episcopal Journal. 


which may yet cause this remnant 
again to take root and flourish, and 
become mighty, in showing forth 
the praises of their God & Saviour. 

May 13th, proceeded to Tarbo- 
rough, and on the evening of the 
14th performed divine service, and 
preached to an attentive collection 
of people. 

Sunday, May 15th, performed 
divine service, and preached both 
forenoon and afternoon to a large 
and attentive congregation. The 
prospects of the church in this 
place are dark and distant. 

May 16th, left Tarborough for 
Raleigh, where I arrived on the 
17th. 

May the 30th, having remained 
with my parishioners in Raleigh 
two Sundays, I set out once more 
to visit the congregations in Wil- 
mington and Fayetteville, and ar- 
rived in Wilmington on June Ist. 

June 2d, in the evening perform- 
ed divine service, and preached to 
an attentive congregation. 

June 3d, the intended services 
for the evening of this day were 
prevented by a most violent storm 
of wind and rain. 

June 4th, in the evening per- 
formed divine service, and preach- 
ed to a small but engaged congre- 
gation ; the effects of the storm and 
the dampness of the night causing 
many to remain at home. 

Sunday, June 5th, morning pray- 
er was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Empie and a full congregation ; 
after which I confirmed 3 persons, 
and administered the holy commun- 
ion to upwards of 80 communicants. 
Sunday evening divine service was 
performed by myself, and a sermon 
preached. 

June 7th, left Wilmington for 
Fayetteville, and arrived the same 
day. 
June 9th, evening service was 
performed by the Rev. H. M. Ma- 








son ; after which I preached to an 
attentive audience. 

June 10th, evening service by 
the Rev. Mr. Mason, and a sermon 
by myself. 

June 11th, examined the candid- 
ates for confirmation, at the request 
of Mr. Mason; and after divine 
service by him in the evening, bap- 
tized one adult, confirmed 6 per- 
sons, and preached to a numerous 
congregation. 

Sunday, June 12th, morning 
prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. 
H. Mason ; after which | preached 
and administered the holy commun- 
20D. 

In the afternoon, the service was 
performed by the Rev. Mr. Mason ; 
after which | baptized 3 intants, and 
preached. 

June 14th, I returned to Raleigh. 

As this concludes the tour of 
duty which ought to have been 
performed during the previous 
year, but was interrupted by an at- 
tack of sickness, I think it right to 
notice it, that it may he referred 
to its proper place, in that estimate 
of the advancement of the church 
which this convention will feel it- 
self bound to inquire into. In this 
inquiry it will not escape their no- 
tice, of what importance it is to the 
cause we have in hand, that the 
convention should not become sta- 
tionary, but be transferred from 
place to place according as it shall 
best subserve the general interests 
of the diocese. Of the propriety 
of this proceeding there can be no 
question, and all doubt of its advan- 
tage must be done away, by those 
proofs of the powerfal and lasting 
effects which have been produced 
in favour of the church by the 
meeting of tie convention in Wash- 
ington last year ; effects which are 
yet operating, and through the zeal 
and diligence of the clergyman in- 


Bishop Ravenseroft’s Eptscopal Journal. 


231 


trusted with that particular charge, 
will continue to operate an’ to 
spread beyond the calculations 
even of the most sanguine friends 
of the church. 

On the 17th of August I com- 
menced my course of visits to the 
different congregations for the pre- 
sent conventional year, and pro- 
ceeded to Williamsborough, in 
Granville county ; where, being 
met by the Rev. Mr. Brainerd, the 
pastor of St. John’s church in that 
place, divine service was perform- 
ed on the 20th by him, and a ser- 
mon preached by myself. 

Sunday, the 2Ist, morning pray- 
er was offered up by the Rev. Mr. 
Brainerd afier which | preached 
and administered the holy commun- 
ion. In the afternoon the usual 
service was performed, with a ser- 
mon, as in the morning. On both 
the days the weather was very un- 
favourable, so that the services 
were thinly attended. The inter- 
ests of the church, however, there 
is good ground to believe, are im- 
proving. Since the convention 
which was held there in 1824. the 
attention of many has been awak- 
ened to the subject of religion ge- 
nerally, and to the doctrines of the 
church in particular ; and notwith- 
standing the power of prejudice, 
the influence of a pre-occupied po- 
pulation, and the exertions put 
forth to withstand it, the truth is 
gradually prevailing. 

My next appointment being in 
Warrington on the 27th, | repaired 
to that place, and aimed by the Rey. 
Mr. Brainerd. who has the charge 
also of the church there, the usual 
services were performed on Satur- 
day forenoon, and a sermon preach- 
ed to a small but attentive congre- 
gation. 

Sunday, 28th, morning prayer 
was offered up to Almighty God by 
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the Rev. Mr. Brainerd and a large 
congregation ; after which I preach- 
ed and administered the holy com- 
munion. Ir the afternoon the ser- 
vices were resumed to a yet nume- 
rous body of hearers and worship- 
pers, and a sermon preached by 
myself. 

In this place also, there is en- 
couraging evidence of religious 
improvement, and of increasing in- 
terest felt for the advancement of 
the church. Fora long time the 
ark was upheld by a few hands, but 
they were firm and faithful: and 
tho’ they are yet comparatively but 
a small number, it hath pleased 
God to add unto them; and as he 
hath begun the good work, we have 
the surest ground to believe that he 
will carry iton. From Warrenton 
I returned to Raleigh, and resum- 
ed my duties to the church there. 

Having received information from 
Rey. Mr. Brainerd, that the mem- 
bers & vestry of St. John’s church, 
Williamsboro’, were desirous that 
it should be regularly consecrated 
as an episcopal church ; and hav- 
ing also received the requisite tes- 
timonials from the standing commit- 
tee of this diocese, in favour of 
Mr. James H. Otey, a candidate 
for deacon’s orders, and of the 
Rev. C. C. Brainerd, a candidate 
for priest’s orders, I availed myself 
of the season, when several of the 
clergymen from the lower country 
were returning to their respective 
cures, and appointed Oct. 16th for 
the performance of those sacred 
duties. 

On the 15th, accordingly I was 
met in Williamsboro’, by Rev. Mr. 
Green and Rey. Mr. Brainerd ; and 
after morning prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Green, | confirmed 2 persons, and 
preached. 

Sunday, Oct. 16, being the day 
appointed for the consecration of 


Bishop Ravenscrofi’s Episcopal Journal. 


St. John’s church, Williamsboro’, 
and the necessary deeds being pre- 
viously executed, that service was 
performed. After the second les- 
son I confirmed one person. Pub- 
lic prayer being ended, a sermon 
was preached by Rev. Mr. Green ; 
after which I admitted Mr. James 
H. Otey, a candidate in this diocese, 
into the holy order of deacons, and 
Rev. C.C. Brainerd, a deacon, into 
the holy order of priests, the Rev. 
Messrs. Mason, Green, and Pier- 
son assisting by imposition of hands; 
and then proceeded to administer 
the holy communion. 

In the evening, divine service 
was performed by the Rev. Mr. 
Pierson, and a sermon preached by 
myself. Monday, the 17th, we 
took leave of each other, and of 
the hospitable inhabitants of Wil- 
liamsborough, and set out for our 
respective destinations. 

My attention was next directed 
to the churches in the western sec- 
tion of this diocese. On the 2d 
Nov. accordingly I left Raleigh for 
Milton, and passing through Hills- 
borough,where I performed divine 
service and preached on the eve- 
ning of the 3d, arrived there on 
the 4th. 

Nov. 5, I performed divine ser- 
vice, and preached in the forenoon 
and in the evening. Likewise on 
Sunday the 6th, the services were 
performed twice ; and in the fore- 
noon, after the second lesson, | 
baptized one infant. 

The situation of this little con- 
gregation is very precarious, and 
has recently been rendered more 
so, by the diversion of a part of 
their means into an opposite direc- 
tion. 

On the 7th, I left Milton for Sal- 
isbury,where I arrived an the 10th, 
in time to attend a meeting of the 
vestry of St. Luke’s church, con- 














vened to ascertain the ability and 
inclination of the congregation to 
employ a clergyman. For some 
years past this congregation, toge- 
ther with that of Christ church, 
Rowan, have been altogether de- 
pendent on occasional and uncer- 
tain services, the injurious conse- 
quences of which were beginning 
to be very visible. As, however, 
there could be no doubt of their 
joint ability to maintain a clergy- 
man, and it was hoped the inclina- 
tion was not wanting, my main ob- 
ject was, to bring them to act with 
union and effect for this so essential 
a purpose. Having ascertained 
that St. Luke’s church was prepar- 
ed to do their part, I left Salisbury 
for Christ church, where my ap- 
pointments had previously been 
made for the 12th and 13th days of 
the month ; and having been joined 
by the Rev. Mr. Wright, divine 
service was performed by him on 
the morning of the 12th ; after the 
2d lesson, | baptized two children, 
and after service confirmed 13 per- 
sons; | then preached a sermon, 
and afterwards baptized another in- 
fant. 

After the services of the day 
were over, the vestry were con- 
vened, and readily came to the re- 
solution to unite with St. Luke’s 
church, Salisbury, in calling and 
supporting a clergyman, and ap- 
pointed a committee to arrange and 
conclude all necessary proceedings 
with the vestry of St. Luke’s. 

Sunday, Nov. 13th, attended at 
Christ church for the duties of the 
day, and was there met by the Rev. 
Mr. Miller, from Burke county. I 
here preached, and administered 
the holy communion to 56 white, 
and three coloured communicants. 

My next appointment being in 
Wadesborough, my course was di- 
rected thither through Salisbury, 
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where | arrived on the 16th, at- 
tended by the Rev. Mr, Wright. 

On the 17th, evening service 
was performed by Mr. Wright, and 
a sermon preached by myself. 

On the 19th I baptized 1 infant, 
and afterwards preached a sermon 
to a very attentive little congrega- 
tion. In the evening the services 
were resumed, & a sermon preach- 
ed to a larger and equally attentive 
rit 

Sunday, Nov. 20, after morning 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Wright, I 
confirmed two white and one color- 
ed persons, preached, and adminis- 
tered the holy communion io 16 
communicants. In the evening the 
congregation was again convened 
for divine service, after which lI 
preached and catechised the chil- 
dren. 

On the 24th I returned to Salis- 
bury, and to my very great satis- 
faction found every thing properly 
arranged betwixt the vestries of 
Christ church and St. Luke’s, and 
a call given tothe Rey. Mr. Wright 
who readily accepted it. 

November 26th, morning pray- 
ers were read by the Rev. Mr. 
Wright, during which I baptized 1 
infant, and afterwards preached to 
a small congregation of attentive 
people. 

Sunday, the 27th, I baptized 2 
infants. After the service | con- 
firmed one person, preached, and 
administered the holy communion 
to 10 communicants. 

In the evening divine service was 
performed by Mr. Wright, and a 
sermon preached by myself in the 
court-house, being more conven- 
ient to the inhabitants generally 
than the church, which is situated 
at the extreme end of the town. 

During my visit to this place, an 
interference in appointments took 
place, which gave me the opportw 
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nity te press upon the members of 
the charch the necessity, as well 
as the propriety, of providing a 
place of worship for themselves. 
And though the present building 
has been erected almost entirely at 
the expense of Episcopalians, yet 
as the ground was originally given 
for what is called a free church, 
and each denomination has an equal 
right to the use of i I recom- 
mended to snrrender it altogether, 
to submit to the loss, should the 
other denominations refuse a rea- 
sonable reimbursement, and rent 
some convenient place for present 
use, until they could provide the 
means of erecting a guitable build- 
ing for themselves; and I have 
reason to believe that this, or such 
other course as will prevent all 
collision, will be pursued. 

My next appointment being at 
St. Jude’s, in the county of Orange, 
I took leave of Reve Mr. Wright 
and the brethren in Salisbury and 
its neighborhood, and reached Mr. 
James Davis’s Dec. 2d. 

On the 3d, met at St. Jude’s, but 
owing to the wetness and coldness 
of the day, only 10 persons attend- 
ed. With these, however, I en- 
gaged in the worship of God, and 
preached in the school-house ad- 
joining, which afforded the accom- 
modation of a good fire. 

Sunday, Dec. 4, attended at St. 
Jade’s again, performed divine ser- 
vice and preached to a fall house ; 
but few of the people, however, 
have any knowledge of, or feel any 
interest in the church. From hence 
I returned through Hiilsborough to 
Raleigh, where I arrived on the 
7the 

My attention was next directed 
to the churches in Fayetteville and 
Wilmington. And as the congrega- 
tion in the former place had been 
dependent on occasional visits from 
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myself and others of the clergy 
for the administration of the higher 
ordinances of religion for upwards 
of a year, occasion was taken to 
remedy this inconvenience, by ad- 
mitting their pastor, the Rev. H. 
M. Mason, deacon, who had now 
arrived to the proper age, to the 
order of priests. Having, there- 
fore, received the necessary testi- 
monials in favour of Mr. Mason 
from the standing committee, | ap- 
pointed Sunday, Feb. 12, for the 
performance of that duty. 1 left 
Raleigh accordingly, «and was met 
on the 10th by the Rev. Mr. Empie, 
and subsequently by the Rev. R. S. 
Mason. 

On the evening of the 11th, di- 
vine service was performed by the 
Rev. H. M. Mason, and a sermon 
preached by myself. 

Sunday, Feb. 12, morning pray- 
er was offered up by Rev. Mr. Em- 
pie and a numerous congregation, 
and a sermon preached by myself ; 
after which the Rev. Henry M. 
Mason, deacon, was presented by 
Rev. Mr. Empie, and by me admit- 
ted to the holy order of priests, 

ev. Mr. Empie and Rev. R. S. 
Mason assisting in the imposition of 
hands, and in the administration of 
the holy communion which fol- 
lowed. 

Monday, the 13th, evening ser- 
vice was performed by the Rev. R. 
S. Mason, and a sermon preached 
by myself. 

Having spent some days with the 
members of this congregation, and 
ascertained to my great satisfaction 
that they had recovered from the 
shock recently sustained, and that 
increasing regard subsisted between 
them and their pastor, I left them 
on the 15th for Wilmington, where 
I arrived the same day. 

On the 16th | performed divine 
service in the evening, and preach- 











ed to a numerous assembly, giving 
notice that the same services would 
be performed every evening for 
the rest of the week, which was 
accordingly complied with, and the 
church well attended. 

Mr. Empie having travelled in a 
private conveyance, did not arrive 
until Friday night; my previous 
acquaintance, however, with the 
members of the church, enabled 
me to occupy my time both agree- 
ably and profitably I trust, in pri- 
vate intercourse with them; from 
which I ascertained the high re- 
gard they entertain for their pastor, 
and the evident improvement which 
is taking place in this large body of 
Episcopalians, in favour of the dis- 
tinctive principles of the church, 
and of the vital doctrines of the 
Gospel. 

Sunday, Feb. 19, divine service 
was performed in the forenoon by 
Rev. Mr. Empie; after which I 
preached and administered the ho- 
ly communion, 

In the evening, prayers were 
read, and a sermon preached by 
myself; and both in the morning 
and evening the services were per- 
formed to a numerous, attentive, 
and devout body of worshippers. 

On the 2tst, I left Wilmington 
for Fayetteville, and on Wednes- 
day forenoon performed divine ser- 
vice in the church there; after 
which the Rev. H. M. Mason de- 
livered a lecture to a small collect- 
ion of the members of the church. 
In the evening divine service was 
performed by Mr. Mason, after 
which I preached to a pretty nume- 
rous congregation ; and the next 
day returned home. 

Having the eastern section of the 
diocese yet to attend to, the neces- 
sary notices were forwarded to the 
different clergymen ; and on the 
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27th March I left Raleigh for New- 
bern. 

On the evening of the 28th, I 
preached in Waynesborough to a 
small collection of people in a pri- 
vate house. There is, however, 
little or no hope that the interests 
of the church can be maintained in 
this place, or the congregation once 
organized kept alive. There are 
afew sufficiently friendly towards 
the church to give it their counte- 
nance and help. but too few to bear 
the weight of regular services, and 
with no prospect of adjoining con- 
gregations being formed to take part 
of the burden. 

My next appointment was in 
Kingston, where being met by the 
Rev. R. S. Mason, divine service 
was performed by him in the eve- 
ning, and a sermon preached by 
myself in the court-house, to a re- 
spectable assembly of the inhabi- 
tants and vicinage. From the same 
causes, the prospects of the church 
in this place are nearly as dark as 


in Waynesborough. The intention ° 


at one time pretty sanguinely enter- 
tained, of erecting a building to be 
used as a place of worship, has 
died away ; while both the ability 
and the inclination to provide for 
its being regularly occupied, has 
declined so as to present but little 
hope of being shortly revived. 

On the 30th I reached Newbern, 


and preached to a numerous and - 


attentive congregation. 

Sunday, April 2d, I preached 
morning and afternoon, and cate- 
chised the children. 

A very severe attack of the pre- 
vailing influenza put a stop to my 
farther public services in this con- 
gregation, as well as to those pri- 
vate interviews with the members 
of the church, which always yield 
me great satisfaction. I have rex 
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son, however, to believe, that the 
state of the congregation is pro- 
gressively prosperous, that the dis- 
tinctive principles of the church 
are cherished, and the interests of 
pure and undefiled religion are ad- 
vancing. 

Believing that I could bear the 
fatigue of the journey, I left New- 
bern on Friday the 7th, and arriv- 
ed in Washington in the evening, 
accompanied by the Rey. Mr. Pier- 
son. 

On the following evening, divine 
service was performed in St. Pe- 
ter’s church by the Rey. Mr. Pier- 
son, after which I preached to a 
numerous and attentive congrega- 
tion. 

Sunday, April the 9th, I admin- 
istered the apostolic rite of con- 
firmation to 17 persons, and preach- 
ed asermon. 

An appointment being made for 
afternoon service at Zion chapel, 
{ confirmed there 14 persons, 
preached to a very full congrega- 
tion, and administered the holy 
communion. 

On the 10th of April I visited 
Trinity chapel, preached, and ad- 
ministered the holy communion.— 
From Trinity I proceeded to 
Greenville, where a congregation 
has been organized through the 
zeal and diligence of the Rev. Mr. 
Pierson, and where I preached in 
the academy on the 11th and 12th. 
The congregation was numerous 
and attentive ; and though the num- 
ber of the members and friends of 
the church is not great, they are 
zealously engaged to promote the 
cause they have undertaken. 

Returning to Washington, I again 
officiated there on the evening of 
the 13th, divine service being per- 
formed by the Rev. Mr. Avery, 
who met me in this place in order 
to assist in the duties to be per- 
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formed in the remaining congrega- 
tions in Beaufort county. 

My previous appointment at Zion 
chapel for the forenoon of the 14th 
being interrapted by the wetness of 
the day, I proceeded to Bath, and 
on Saturday the !5th, consecrated 
the old Episcopal church in that 
place, erected in the year 1734, 
and now put in complete repair, to 
the service of Almighty God, by the 
name of St. ‘TThomas’s church. 

I here confirmed 6 persons, 
preached, and administered the 
holy communion. These services 
were attended by a large collection 
of people,who manifested a suitable 
degree of seriousness, and appear- 
ed to be favourably impressed by 
the solemn and appropriate charac- 
ter which distinguishes them. 

In the afternoon I left Bath, ac- 
companied by the Rev. Messrs. 
Avery and Pierson, for Durham’s 
Creek, where my next appointment 
was made ; and having seen the ne- 
cessary deeds executed, I proceed- 
ed, on Sunday the 16th, to conse- 
crate and set apart to the services 
of Almighty God, and to the use of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
the new building there erected, by 
the name of St. John’s Church.— 
Twelve persons were here con- 
firmed, a sermon preached by my- 
self, and the holy communion ad- 
ministered. 

The services were attended by 
more persons than the building 
could contain, which, though fully 
sufficient for ordinary occasions, 
appropriately fitted up, and neatly 
finished, could not be expected to 
furnish accommodation to such 
numbers as the particular occasion 
drew forth. 

In the formation of this congre- 
gation, and the erection of this 
building, with the provision the 
members haye made for monthly 
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services, we have a speaking proof 
of the zeal and diligence with which 
the influence of the last convention 
on the interests of true religion has 
been kept alive and improved by 
the indefatigable labours of the pas- 
tor of that parish. And it is to my- 
self a most encouraging circum- 
stance, that where the distinctive 
character of the church, and its 
special purpose in the plan of our 
salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
was first announced, the effect has 
been so conclusively in favour of 
those scriptural and primitive and 
irrefragable principles on which we 
are built ; as 1 trust it will also be 
to you all my brethren, on a near- 
er consideration of the effect pro- 
duced throughout the diocese. 

Having performed the duties re- 
quired at this place greatly to my 
satisfaction, and to the advantage of 
all interested, the Rev Mr. Avery 
and myself returned to Bath in the 
evening, and the next morning set 
out for Edenton, where we arrived 
on Tuesday. 

Wednesday, the 19th, divine ser- 
vice was performed in the evening 
by the Rev. Mr. Avery, and a ser- 
mon preached by myself. The 
same services were repeated on 
Thursday evening, and on both oc- 
casions to a numerous congregation 
for week days. 

A congregation having been or- 
ganized at Elizabeth City by the 
exertions of the Rev. Mr. Avery, 
my attention was next called to that 
place, which I reached on Friday 
evening ; and on Saturday morning, 
after divine service by the Rev. 
Mr. Avery, during which I baptized 
one infant, | confirmed 7 persons, 
and preached. In the evening 
these services were repeated in the 
court-house, to very respectable 
congregations. 

Sunday, the 23d, morning prayer 


was offered by the Rev. Mr. Avery, 
and devoutly joined in by the mem- 
bers of the church ; after which J 
preached to a full house, and ad- 
ministered the holy communion to 
9communicants. In the evening 
prayers were again read by Mr. 
Avery, and a sermon preached by 
myself. 

Here also, my brethren, we have 
cause of mutual congratulation and 
thankfulness. The church organ- 
ized in this place, is respectable 
both for its numbers and the earn- 
estness with which they are enga- 
ged to promote the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. Funds are provided am- 
ply sutlicient for the erection of a 
suitable place of worship, and they 
are provided with a clergyman in 
the recent ordination of Mr. Wiley 
to the ministry, under whose la- 
bours, I trust, they will not only be 
established, but, by the blessing of 
God, increased and extended. 

On my return to Edenton the 
next day, the request of some of the 
inhabitants of Hertford was com- 
plied with, and divine service per- 
formed, and a sermon preached to 
a pretty numerous assembly in the 
Baptist meeting-house. 

Wednesday, the 26th, I preach- 
ed in Edenton to a large congrega- 
tion. 

Saturday, the 29th, I confirmed 
two persons, and preached to a still 
larger congregation than before. 

Having received the necessary 
testimonials from the standing com- 
mittee of the diocese in favour of 
Mr. Philip B. Wiley, a candidate 
fur the ministry, and Sunday, the 
30th of April, being the day ap- 
pointed for his ordination, after 
morning prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Avery, and a sermon by the Rev. 
Mr. Pierson, Mr. Wiley was pre- 
sented by the Rev. Mr. Avery, and 
by me admitted into the holy order 
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of deacons, in St. Paul’s church, 
Edenton ; after which the holy 
communion was administered. In 
the afternoon, prayers were read 
by the Rev. Mr. Pierson, and a ser- 
mon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Wiley. In the evening, Mr. Wiley 
read prayers, and a sermon was 
preached by myself. These ser- 
vices were performed to full and 
most attentive congregations ; and 
all that has come within my ob- 
servation on this visit to Edenton, 
furnishes good grounds for the en- 
couraging hope, that the interests 
of religion are advancing with the 
increase of its power in the hearts 
and over the lives of the members 
of the church. | 

Having finished the duties re- 
quired in this place, I took my 
leave of the affectionate brethren, 
and on Monday, the Ist May, pro- 
ceeded to Windsor, where I per- 
formed divine service and preach- 
ed in the afternoon to a large col- 
lection of the inhabitants and neigh- 
borhood in the court-house, and 
from the number of Prayer Books 
and the readiness with which the 
service was joined in, I am encour- 
aged to hope that the day is not 
far distant when, a congregation in 
Windsor will we added to our num- 
ber. 

From Windsor I proceeded thro’ 
Tarborough, where | performed 
divine service and preached to a 
small collection of people on the 
evening of the 3d, and reached Ra- 
leigh on the 5th. 

The congregations in Orange 
county, under the care of the Rev. 
Mr. Green, remaining to be visit- 
ed, | left Raleigh on the i2th May, 
on that duty ; and on Saturday, the 
13th, performed divine service and 
preached in the building lately 
erected by Duncan Cameron, Esq. 
jn the vicinity of his own residence, 
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as a place of public worship. The 
house is yet unfinished, but will in 
due time be suitably accommodated 
for its appropriate uses, and will 
be both a handsome and commodi- 
ous building, affording to the neigh- 
berhood means and opportunity for 
religious services, of which they 
were much in want. 

On Sunday, the 14th, I officiated 
at St. Mary’s chapel, confirmed 4 
persons, and preached to a full 
congregation. Inthe evening, the 
services were performed in Hills- 
borough, in the female academy in 
that place. 

Having thus completed the visit- 
ation of the diocese, it remains that 
I lay before this convention such 
other information as is necessary 
to give a correct view of the state 
of the diocese, and to enable it to 
adopt such measures as shall best 
promote those great interests which 
are committed to the wisdom and 
discretion of this body. 

Two changes have taken place 
in the former location of the clergy. 
The Rev. Mr. Green has removed 
from the charge of the congrega- 
tions in Williamsborough and War- 
renton, and is now séttled in Hills- 
borough, in charge of the congre- 
gation recently organized in that 
place, of that at St. Mary’s chapel, 
and at Mr. Cameron’s. His place 
has been supplied by the Rev. 
C.C. Brainerd, who continues in 
charge of St. John’s and Emmanuel 
churches, in Granville and Warren. 
The Rev. Mr. Wright has removed 
from Wadesborough, and is now 
settled in charge of the congrega- 
tion in Salisbury, and of Christ 
church, Rowan. His removal has 
not yet, to my regret, been sup- 
plied to the very interesting little 
congregation of Calvary church, 
Wadesborough : so that they are 
altogether dependent on the occa- 
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sional services they may receive 
from the affectionate interest felt 
for them by their late pastor, and 
the Rev. Mr. Hatheway, of Che- 
raw, South-Carolina. These chan- 
ges of situation have both been 
made with my entire approbation, 
and chiefly with a view to the ge- 
neral interests of the diocese ; and 
there is good ground to hope, that, 
under the divine blessing, they will 
both be eminently conducive to 
that end. They are both stations 
of great importance, and will, I 
doubt not, call forth that zeal and 
diligence in their several occupants, 
which shall fulfil the just and rea- 
sonable expectations of their re- 
spective charges, and of the diocese 
at large. 

Two of the candidates for the 
ministry in this diocese have remo- 
ved into other dioceses ; Mr. John 
Davis into the diocese of Pennsy]- 
vania, and Mr. Alexander Norris 
into the diocese of Ohio. 

The Rev. Mr. Elijab Brainerd, 
of Vermont, has been received into 
this diocese, under letters dimisso- 
ry from the Bishop of the eastern 
diocese, and is authorized by me 
to officiate in such places as his age 
and infirmities, and the duties re- 
quired of him by the school estab- 
lished by his family in Warrenton, 
will enable him to serve. 

The Rev. J. Otey has removed 
into the state of Tennessee, he 
having been ordained with the 
knowledge that such was his inten- 
tion. 

It will not escape the observation 
of the convention, that the congre- 
gations in Burke and Lincoln visit- 
ed last year, have not been included 
in the range of my labours for the 
present year. They were omitted, 
partly from the impossibility of so 
dividing my time as to give such 
distant places any profitable portion 
of it, but more from having ascer- 
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tained by correspondence that the 
prospect of usefulness was too dark, 
particularly in Livceln, to justify 
the sacrifice | must have made of 
time and labour, anxiously wished 
for in other directions. If our pros- 
pects in that direction are again to 
revive, it must be by missionary la- 
bour. The effect produced by oc- 
casional services soon wears out, 
and where the interval between is 
distant, no safe calculation can be 
made of any permanent advantage. 

From the whole, however, it will 
appear, I trust, that the interests of 
the church are advancing with an 
accelerated progress, and with 
them, the inseparable interests of 
our holy religion. Three new con- 
gregations are added to our num- 
ber. Three churches have been 
consecrated to the service of Al- 
mighty God, one of them a new 
building. Four ordinations have 
taken place, two deacons and two 
priests. The close of the conven- 
tional year finds us, through the 
goodness of God, in perfect harmo- 
ny and union ; and we have but to 
cast our eyes to the building in 
which we are assembled, to realize 
**the good hand of our God upon 
us for good ;”’ to cause our hearts 
to dilate with gratitude and praise 
to him who, in the providence of 
his overruling government, hath 
prospered the endeavours and 
made fruitful the labours of his ser- 
vants; and to strengthen and en- 
courage us to persevere in carrying 
on the holy cause committed to our 
trust, and to promote and forward 
it, to the extent of the ability God 
hath given us. 

In the performance of my epis- 
copal duties since the last conven- 
tion, I have travelled 2218 miles, 
preached 90 times, and (including 
those during the convention) con- 
firmed 191 persons. 

Having thus laid before you, my 
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reverend and lay-brethren, those 
details which my duty requires, I 
trust it will not be considered im- 
proper on my part, to request your 
particular attention to the financial 
concerns of the diocese. The pe- 
riod is not distant, if indeed it is 
not already come, when the in- 
creasing labours of the episcopate 
cannot be performed within the 
six months allotted to them; nei- 
ther can it be far distant, when the 
congregation which at present em- 
ploys and compensates half my 
time, will feel, beyond bearing 
much longer, the unprofitable na- 
ture of those broken and divided 
services which my almost exclusive 
occupation with the affairs of the 
diocese compel me to render to 
them. They have bitherto borne 
with great patience the nearly en- 
tire privation of all other services 
from me beyond the public servi- 
ces of the Sabbath : but they ought 
not to be required to continue un- 
der so very great a sacrifice of the 


most profitable part of ministerial 


duty. With another year the last 
instalment of the subscription to 
the Episcopal Fund will be on de- 
mand, and the unexpended surplus 
only will be available as a perma- 
nent fund. Under these circum- 
stances, and the failure in a great 
degree of the plan adopted at the 
last convention, it appears prudent 
at least, if not absolutely necessary, 
that the present convention should 
meet the emergency with such pro- 
spective measures as may, in a rea- 
sonable time, release the bishop 
from parochial charge, and enable 
him to give his undivided attention 
to the diocese. 

Committing, then, to your most 
serious and affectionate considera- 
tion, the various interests which 
you are met to forward, | commend 
you to the guidance of that gracious 
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Spirit from whom all good counsels 
do proceed, and to the protection 
of that ever-merciful God and Sav- 
iour, whose blessing alone can give 
a profitable issue to your consulta- 
tions, and who has promised: to be 
with his church even to the end of 
the world. 


—_—— 


Account of a Visit to the Syrian 
Christians in India, contained in 
an Extract from a Letter addres- 
sed by the Rev. W. H. Mill, Prin- 
cipal of Bishop’s College, to the 
Secretary of the Society for the 
Propogation of the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts, dated Ajmeer, July 
29, 1822. 


Being supplied with letters from 
his lordship (the bishop) to Cochin, 
and to Archdeacon Barnes at Bom- 
bay, | embarked at the end of Oc- 
tober last year, and arrived at the 
former port in November, with the 
intention of visiting the Christians 
of St. Thomas, as they have been 
very generally called in the inte- 
rior. 

A church subsisting like theirs, 
if not from the apostolical age, (a 
tradition justly suspected,) at least 
from the ages immediately suc- 
ceeding, whose members have been 
recognized as a distinct and respect- 
ed class of the community, in the 
very heart of Hinduism, for more 
than fifteen centuries, is a pheno- 
menon which cannot but claim the 
attention of every one engaged in 
the propogation of the Gospel in 
this country ; and is itself a most 
satisfactory answer to the many 
who contend, that its permanent 
reception by any class of respecta- 
ble natives is an impossibility. 

The Christians of St. Thomas, 
though evidently Indians them- 








selves in origin, as in complexion 
and language (which is the Malay- 
alim,) have received their orders, 
with their liturgies and ecclesiasti- 
cal traditions, from the more an- 
cient parent church in Syria. Ac- 
cordingly (notwithstanding the in- 
accurate later rumours concerning 
them, which seems with many to 
have superceded the excellent and 
Jaborious accounts of their former 
history, given by Dr. Michzel 
Geddes, and by La Croze) they re- 
semble, in their form of govern- 
ment, every other ancient church 
of which we have any knowledge, 
by which Christianity has been 
planted in the midst of idolaters : 
neither in the three orders (to which 
they have superadded many of con- 
fessedly inferior authority) do they 
differ from the Western church, 
except that the deacons exercise 
fewer of the proper functions of 
the catanars, or presbyters, than 
custom has allowed them among us. 
It were happy, if with this apostoli- 
cal regimen, of which they are 
most carefully tenacious, they had 
preserved uniformly unimpaired 
the fundamental articles of the 
Christian faith ; but the unhappy 
disputes respecting the person and 
natures of our Lord, which begin- 
ning with verbal questions, ended 
with dividing the Oriental churches 
into two opposite erroneous con- 
fessions, have extended their evil 
influence to the church in Malabar. 
It is evident, from the accounts that 
La Croze has detailed with his 
usual candor and sagacity, that at 
the time when the Portuguese were 
forcing the Romish tenets upon 
them, they were, like the see of 
Babylon to which they adhered, 
Nestorian. And it is evident also, 
that those bishops and priests from 
Syria, by whose assistance, halfa 
century after, they were enabled, 
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for the greater part, to throw off 
that usurpation, and recover their 
ancient ecclesiastical independ- 
ence, were from the see of Antioch, 
the most opposed to that heresy, 
being Jacobites. And this is ac- 
cordingly the creed of all the inde- 
pendent parts of the Syro-Malabric 
church at this day, who are under 
a metropolitan bishop of their own 
nation. These correspond with 
the church in Antioch: like them, 
have the anti-catholic expression 
(to say the least) in use, of the two 
natures forming one nature, and 
unanimously hold the Nestorian 
quality of persons in the utmost de- 
testation. The other great division 
of this church, who remain under 
subjection to the see of Rome, 
though they have still priests of 
their own nation, and their liturgy 
in Syriac, printed at Rome for their 
use, have all their superior govern- 
ors sent to them from Europe. and 
are ina singular state of schism ; 
the Portuguese archbishop of Cran- 
ganore, as suffragan of Goa, still 
claiming them as his charge ; while 
this right is denied by the Propa- 
ganda Society at Rome, who have 
constantly sent out Italian vicars 
apostolic, and now latterly an Irish 
bishop, residing at Verapoli, to rule 
them. These unfortunate church- 
es, still sufficiently proud of their 
ancient character to feel their pre- 
sent degradation, yet under the 
terror of the exclusive pretensions 
to catholicism and infallibility, sub- 
mit partly to the one, partly to the 
other, of these opposite claimants. 
It is the former and happier di- 
vision of this singular people to 
whom we look with the greatest 
interest and hope, as those whose 
recovery and rise to their early 
primitive character will, as we ma 
confidently expect, bring with it the 
emancipation of the rest. From 


Deets eee DE nse Pa 
tae 7 TT cae sé 0 


ee at ei ee hen al 
Te 


<a ae 


242 


their venerable metropolitan, Mar 
Dionysius, who is exerting himself 
in various ways for the improve- 
ment of his clergy and people, I 
had the happiness of hearing very 
warm expressions of respect and 
attachment to the Church of Eng- 
land and our late regretted bishop, 
whose interviews with himself, and 
mutual presents, he evidently re- 
membered with great satisfaction. 
The persons to whom I was 
chiefly indebted for my intercourse, 
both with the priests and laity of 
this extraordinary people, (of 
whose Indian language I was ignor- 
ant,) were three clergymen of the 
Church of England,resident at Cot- 
tayam, in Travancore, and actively 
employed in superintending the 
college and the parochial schools ; 
the former of which, by the grant 
of the heathen government of that 
country ; the latter, by the desire 
and contribution of these Christians 
themselves, have been recently es- 
tablished in their community. Sin- 
gular as such a superintendence 
may appear, and almost unprece- 
dented, there is nothing in it, as 
exercised by these clergymen, 
which opposes the order, either of 
that episcopal church they visit, or, 
as I am capable of judging, of that 
to which they themselves belong. 
For the former, they certainly do 
nothing but by the express sanc- 
tion of the metropolitan consulting 
and employing them: their use of 
the Anglican service for themselves 
and families at one of his chapels, is 
agreeable to the Catholic practice 
of these Christians, (who allowed 
the same 250 years ago to the Por- 
tuguese priests as to persons rightly 
and canonically ordained, even 
while they were resisting their 
usurpations,) and is totally uncon- 
nected with any purpose of obtrud- 
ing even that liturgy upon the Sy- 
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rian Church ; while their conduct, 
with respect to those parts of the 
Syrian ritual and practice which all 
Protestants must condemn, is that 
of silence, which, without the ap- 
pearance of approval, leaves it to 
the gradual influence of the know- 
ledge now disseminating itself, to 
undermine, and at length, by re- 
gular authority to remove them.— 
For the latter, which involves the 
more immediate and far more sa- 
cred duty of the two, though no 
opportunity for the display of this 
has yet existed in this native go- 
vernment, without the company’s 
territory, and the limits of the ope- 
ration of our Indian church estab- 
lishment hitherto, yet I believe 
they fully acknowledge the epis- 
copal relation and jurisdiction to 
which they, equally with myself, 
or with any chaplain of the compa- 
ny, are spiritually subject. 

In stating these points respecting 
the Syro-Indian Church, I do little 
more than repeat what I had be- 
fore stated at greater length to 
Bishop Middleton ; and it is not 
amongst the least of the losses that 
I have sustained from his lamented 
and unforeseen departure, that | 
have been deprived of hearing from 
himself an opinion on these sub- 
jects ; on some of which he alone 
was competent to decide, and on 
all of which his interest in this 
people, and extensive acquaintance 
with their concerns, ancient and 
modern, enabled him to decide so 
well. 


i oe 
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A Report of the Board of Managers 
, the Society in Christ Church, 
iddletown, auxiliary to the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary 








Middletown Auxiliary Missionary Society. 


Society of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, read at its anniver- 


sary Meeting, on the 9th October, 
+1826. 


By the provisions of the Consti- 
tution of the Society in this City, 
‘‘ auxiliary to the Domestic and 
Foreign Rieicenee Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Charch in the 
United States of America,” it is 
made the duty of the board of man- 
agers, to present a report of their 
proceedings at the annual meetn u 
of the Society. In the short perio 
which-has elapsed since the organ- 
ization of the Society, but few 
transactions have occurred of such 
a nature, or magnitude, as to give 
particular interest to their first re- 
port. They have, however the 
pleasure of stating, that though the 
contributions to the funds of the 
Society may not have been as libe- 
raleas might have been anticipated, 

t that much has been done, 

ough to encourage the hope that 
this society will be an efficient aux- 
iliary to the parent institution.— 
Since its organization several sub- 
scribers haye been obtained in ad- 
dition to those procured by the 
exertions of the Rev. Mr. Davis, 
making in the whole about seventy 
annual subscribers. At their late 
meeting the managers appointed 
two gentlemen and three ladies, to 
solicit subscriptions and donations 
from the members of this Church, 
who have kindly discharged the 
duties to which they were appoint- 
ed, by calling upon those who had 
not already become members of the 
Society. At the same meeting the 
Rev. Mr. Doane, Professor in 
Washington College, was invited to 
preach the annual Sermon, for 
which and for the annual contri- 
bution, arrangements were made 
‘agreeably to the provisions of the 
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Constitution. And the managers 
are gratified to state, that the 
sum obtained at the contribution 
amounted to $15 74. The board 
had not anticipated that any consi- 
derable sum would be obtained on 
this occasion, in consequence of 
the call lately made upon the Epis- 
copalians in this city, by the agents 
of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions—an 
institution, which, conducted with 
great zeal and munificently patron- 
ized, an honour to our country 
and to Christianity, but it is alto- 
gether in the hands of Prggbyteri- 
ans and Congregationalists, and of 
course, wherever may be the field 
of its operations, its wisdom is em- 
ployed, and its funds are devoted 
to the spreading of the Gospel 
among the heathen, agreeably to 
the interests and the principles of 
those communions. We deem it 
proper to state this fact, not for the 
purpose of reflecting upon those 
denominations, for we consider 
their example in regard to this 
great institution worthy of all 
praise and all imitation ; but because 
the fact probably is not sufficiently 
known to the» members of our 
Church who, we presume, would 
wish their bounty to flow in the 
channels provided by her counsels, 
and to be applied in a way, which, 
while it promotes the cause of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, may be in- 
strumental in extending her bor- 
ders. We would not complain of, 
on the contrary we would be re- 
joiced to see all our brethren imi- 
tate that zeal, which would leave 
no honourable means unattempted 
to obtain funds to promote this glo- 
rious cause of God and of Christ, 
carrying the light and the conso- 
lations of the blessed Gospel to the 
people who sit in darkness ; but 
we do regret, while our solicitations 
21 
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are confined to our own commun- 
ion, that Churchmen should be in- 
duced by any circumstances to con- 
tribute to institutions, in directing 
the operations of which they have 
no influence, that bounty which 
however liberally bestowed, after 
it is dispensed leaves them subject 
to the often reiterated charge that 
they do nothing for the missionary 
cause : that bounty whichis so ne- 
cessary, we will not say to the 
character of the Church we love 
and venerate, but to-the feeding 
with the bread of life our breth- 
ren wiio are dispersed throughout 
the wide extent of our country, 
as sheep havipg no shepherd, and 
extending our apostolic ministry, 
our pure faith, and our evangelical 
devotions to heathen lands, that 
they also may, through our admin- 
istrations, receive the light, the 
consolations and the glorious hopes 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We earnestly hope that Episco- 
palians will never be found less en- 
gaged than others in promoting the 
great objects of Christian benevo- 
lence, and that they will endeavour 
with equal zeal and equal concen- 
tration of effort, to promote the 
cause of Christian Missions. We 
will cherish the belief that they 
will remember Zion ; that her in- 
stitutions will ever be dear to them, 
and while they take a firm and 
manly stand,whatever degree of re- 
solution it may require, they will 
so direct the stream of their bounty 
that Zion herself may be able to 
build up her’ waste places ; that 
our brethren wherever dispersed, 
may be gathered into the city of 
our Solemnities, and around the 
altar of our God and Saviour ; that 
the glad tidings of salvation may be 
proclaimed in every land, and that 
the wilderness and the solitary 
place may rejoice. When we shall 
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do this, then may we have the high 
satisfactign of seeing our own insti- 
tutions not only prosperous, but in 
these great plans for evangelizing 
the world, rivaling by the magni- 
ficence of their operations, the no- 
ble institutions of other commun- 
ions, in extending the- knowledge 
of the true God and of his Son Je- 
sus Christ. 

Who can tell whether this plan 
for evangelizing the world may not 
be the expedient in the counsels of 
divine wisdom, for the fulfilment of 
the promise to the Messiah of giv- 
ing him the heathen for his inherit- 
ance, and the utmost parts of the 
earth for his possession, or of has- 
tening the time, when in the lan- 
guage of the New Testament the 
fulness of the Gentiles shall come in? 
The series of events have long 
since begun and progressed, which 
point to a consummation so desira- 
ble. Already the peaceful preach- 
ing of the Gospel has made inroads 
on the superstitions of Bramah arith 
of Budda in Asia, and on the moral 
darkness spread over the isles of 
the sea. Already in Africa many 
of her sable children are assembled 
under pastors who break to them 
the bread of life. And already has 
the Gospel of Christ began to res- 
cue the inhabitants of our western 
wilderness from the atrocities of 
their savage state,* and to bring 
them to the enjoyment of the com- 
forts of civilization, and to the con- 
solations of religion. 

The Missionary cause is cha- 
racterized by its simplicity. Its 
object is to proclaim the glad-ti- 
dings of salvation to a ruined world, 
and particularly to those Christians, 
who by the allotments of divine 
Providence, are so situated as to be 
deprived of the consolations and 
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blessings of the regular administra- 
tion of Gospel ordinances. It is a 
cause of great dignity and import- 
ance. It is the same for which the 
Son of God came down from hea- 
ven, and for which he poured out 
his precious blood upon the cross ; 
the spreading in every land the 
light of the glorious Gospel, and the 
training of immortal souls for the 
realms of bliss. It is most benign 
in its tendency, retaining destitute 
Christians wherever dispersed in 
the fold of the Redeemer, preserv- 
ing them from ignorance, irreligion, 
and spiritual death, and cheering 
them in the pilgrimage of life by 
the hopes and consolations of the 
Gospel; and dispeling the moral 
darkness which is spread over the 
heathen,by the light of Christianity, 
afid alleviating their moral wretch- 
edness by its present blessings, its 
rich promises and its glorious 
hopes. 

The managers feel that in con- 
cluding their report, there is due 
ftom them an expression of grati- 
tude for the favour with which the 
great Head of the Church has been 
pleased to regard this infant institu- 
tion, and they would earnestly en- 
treat the members of this Society 
and congregation, and the friends 
of the Gospel of Christ, to be earn- 
est in prayer that God would be 
pleased to bless their labours, and 
the labours of the parent Society, 
to the increase of his glory, and 
the building up of His kingdom in 
the hearts of men, that the Gospel 
may have free course, and run and 
be glorified. 


—2 eo 
MISCELLANY. 
ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 


The following avowal in relation to 
the Church, is taken from a late con- 
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troversial work by the Rey. Mr. Coor- 
ER—the same, we believe, whose Ser- 
mons have been republished in this 
country, and extensively read. We 
have quoted it from the Christian Ob- 
server, 1826, p. 224. 


“Tam warmly and cordially at- 
tached to the Church of England ; 
and in a due regard and predilec- 
tion fur her, 1 will in nothing yield, 
even to the persons in question. I 
am attached to her from principle. 
I am attached to her by affection. 
I love her—not because | regard 
her as a perfect church, without 
spot or blemish, (for she is a hu- 
man institution, administered by 
human agents, and must therefore, 
in some measure, partake of their 
imperfections and infirmities,) but 
because | believe her to be a truly 
Christian church, built on the foun- 
dation of the Apostles & Prophets ; 
a church primitive in her constitu- 
tion, Protestant in her principles, 
sound in doctrine, salutary in her 
institutions; the balwark under 
God, of the reformed religion ; and 
a living member of the body of 
Christ. I love her, because of the 
spiritual provision wiich she has 
made for the nurture of her chil- 
dren, from the cradle to the grave ; 
and for the ample ‘means, with 
which she furnishes her ministers 
for fulfilling their sacred office, and 
for feeding the flock of Christ. I 
love her, because of her catholic, 
comprehensive spirit—charitable 
towards those who are without her 
pale—and embracing within her 
widely extended arms, persons,who 
while holding the Head together, 
may yet differ in their judgments 
on many secondary and iwferior 
points—the pious Arminian on the 
one hand, and the no less pious 
Calvinist, on the other—healing 
and binding up the spiritual wounds 
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of both ; pouring into their bosoms 
the cordials and consolations of the 
same Gospel; and teaching them 
alike to pray ‘‘ with the spirit and 
with the understanding” in the 
words of the same liturgy, and to 
unite in fellowship together at the 
same table of their common Lord. 

“ These are. the views which I 
have been accustomed to take of 
our church. It is in this light that 
I have been taught to contemplate 
her. And thus viewed and contem- 
plated, I regard her with sentiments 
of veneration and affection. 


1 man cannot help his convictions. 


Shall we be told that a man can- 
not help his convictions! We an- 
swer that, God has declared that 
he has given sufficient evidence of 
his will for just convictions ; that 
spurious convictions are criminal ; 
and that man must, as he values his 
salvation, look to the sincerity and 
soundness with which he exercises 
his understanding in pursuit of the 
truth as God has already laid its suf- 
ficient evidence before him. “If 
they will not believe Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they believe 
though one rose from the dead.” 
Shall we be told that many wise and 
incorrupt men kave doubted Chris- 
tianity? We answer, that we alto- 
gether disbelieve the assertion ; and 
that in the habits of all the more 
prominent examples of this boasted 
mnocence and infidelity, we are 
authorized in finding causes of their 
error. 


Right of choice. 


Affected liberality will ask, What 
is to become of the right of choice? 
Is man to give up his reason? or 


‘can he be culpable for following it 


as far asit will lead him? To this 
the answer is obvious. The God 
that gave us reason has prohibited 
its abuse as much as that of any of 
his other gifts, health or wealth, 
strength or power. We abuse our 
reason when we suffer it to be in- 
terfered with by our passions. The 
pride of novelty, of a name, of a 
triumph in argument; the shame 
of acknowledging error ; the world- 
ly emolument attached to a pecu- 
liar profession of error ; -the guilty 
indolence that will not examine ; 
the more guilty corruption of the 
senses that will not suffer an exam- 
ination that might disturb its sensu- 
ality; the dread of finding that true, 
of which the whole life would make 
the discovery a rebnke and terror ; 
all the shades of human vice and 
folly, from giddy ignorance up to 
sullen prejudice and desperate pre- 
sumption, have made the darkness 
that shuts out the splendour of Di- 
vine truth. 


Thomas Paine. 


With fame, public influence, pro- 
fit, the chance of wealth, perhaps 
of the highest reach of revolution- 
ary ambition before his eye, who 
could suppose Paine to sit down 
dispassionately to the evidences of 
the Gospel? Starting up from ut- 
ter poverty and obscurity, into the 
power of fatal and immeasurable 
mischief; a minister of contagion, 
rising from its marsh in darkness to 
expand and go forth in day-light, 
and infect whole nations ; an agent 
small and subtle as a drop of poison, 
but like it, once in the veins, rush- 
ing with sudden pangs through the 
whole mighty frame of empire ; 
was it to be supposed that this be- 
ing, with this power of evil at his 
will, would take into his hands, but 
with revulsion and hate, or*with 











the bitter thirst for more “ wa- 
ters of scorn,’ that holy covenant, 
whose truth must be his falsehood, 
and whose victory must be his 
shame, nakedness, and ruin. 

Of such temperaments have our 
conspicuous infidels been made ; 
and we could pledge ourselves that 
of some such temperament is eve- 
ry man made who withstands the 
Gospel. -The conscience is seared 
with a hotiron! 





Process of Infidelity. 


A chance prejudice of childhood 
and ignorance has been nurtured 
by indolence till the age of inqui- 
ry ; humility is out of the question ; 
the inquirer comes not to learn, 
but to teach; to detect the ‘‘ im- 
posture which has so long deluded 
his supposed superiors ;”’ and to 
blaze out before ‘a priest-ridden 
world.” After having once tasted 
the sweets of popular applause, 
perhaps being involved in contro- 
versy to sustain his brilliant disco- 
very ; what shail extinguish the 
desire of carrying on his cause to 
his life’s end? Out of obscurity 
he has started into public observa- 
tion ; out of solitude he has found 
himself at the head of a party; 
perhaps, out of beggary he is with- 
in sight of opulence. Are those 
no motives to be felt by the frail 
heart and unchastized passions of 
man ? nothing but that Gospel 
which he has abjured can extin- 
guish them. 





Principle of sincerity. 


Allowed in society, it would jus- 
tify the most atrocious excesses ; 
for there is no conceivable crime 
which has not found some culprit 
extravagant enough to believe it 
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within his duty. The Italian thinks 
himself justified to stab his rival. 
Ravaillac and Clement went to re- 
gicide with the most unquestioned 
conviction of duty. It is notorious, 
that a man may by habit and passion 
imprint the rectitude of the bla 
est guilt on his mind, and run wild 
through the world strong in argu- 
ments for its subversion. And why 
should it be otherwise in divine 
things? or why are we not to be 
answerable for the abuse of our 
reason to God, as to human autho- 
rity? Wecan degrade, obscure, 
and destroy our reason, as we can 
any other of our powers. But the 
offender maddened by passion, or 
besotted by drunkenness, is still 
answerable for his acts ; and while 
the law passes by the diseased pri- 
vation of understanding, insanity or 
idiotism, as the infliction of nature 
—it unhesitatingly punishes all that 
can be construed into an abuse of 
our power of judging between good 
and evil. 





Claim to the hopes of Christianity on 
the part of those who reject its 
pre-eminent doctrines. 


But what claim can those have 
on the hopes of Christianity, who 
reject its pre-eminent doctrines ? 
If the atonement of the blood of 
the Lord Jesus be the true founda- 
tion of forgiveness, what claim can 
those sectaries establish, who di- 
rectly disown and scoff at that doc- 
trine? If Baptism and the Holy 
Sacrament be integral parts of the 
Religion, what claim can they es- 
tablish who disown both? If the 
worship of the Divine Trinity be 
commanded, what claim can those 
establish, who refuse the worship, 
degrade the Redeemer into mere 
man, and deny the influence an@ 
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personality of the Spirit of God ? 
It is not for us to answer between 
God and the individual. We must 
not restrict the mysterious mercy 
which may overlook this neglect, 
or ignorance, or defiance of the 
truth. But we must say, that they 
cannot be entitled to look for safe- 
ty to their profession of Christian- 
ity. If the Religion be true ;— 

and God forbid that we should not 
feel from the bottom of our souls 
that it is founded on the rock of 
ages ;—we must pronounce that the 
situation of those heretics is of the 
most appalling nature ; ‘* profess- 
ing to be wise they have become 
fools,’’ they have refused to wor- 
ship in the temple hallowed by the 
presence of God, they have taken 
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away a few of its materials to build 
a temple of their own, and in the 
pride of their hardened hearts 
have worshipped upon Mount Ge- 
rizim, But we have no authority 
for conceiving a right in man to mo- 
del religion after his own type ; nor 
to take of it what part he will, nor 
to feel himself entitled to its pro- 
tection or rewards on this wilful 
and baughty mutilation of the Gos- 
pel. He might as well expect to 
retain the life, when he had hacked 
off the limbs. For this wilfulness 
no homage can be a palliation. Let 
hit remember the sons of Korah; 
and dread to offer strange fire, 
though in the robes and censers of 
the priests, and on the altars of the 
Lord. 


- <> — 
REVIEW. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


REVIEW 


Of two Discourses on the Nature of 
Sin, delivered before the Students 


of Yale College. 
E. T. Fitch. 


The position, which the author 
of these two sermons has taken, is 
in the highest degree rational and 
altogether scriptural. That man is 
a sinner only as he himself in his 
own person violates the law of 
God ; and that he is accountable for 
nothing else than those violations, 
the common sense of mankind will 
uphold and the whole spirit of the 
Gospel will defend. 

The author has endeavoured to 
support this position from its rea- 
sonableness—from the testimony 
of conscience—from the universal 
sentiments of mankind, and from 
the most legitimate scource of de- 


By the Rev. 


fence, the word of God, and if it be 
not done in a manner entirely credi- 
table to his powers of reasoning, it 
is yet very reputable to the reli- 
gious views which he has adopted 
upon this subject. 

The first argument which he ad- 
duces in support of his position, 
is drawn from the operations of 
conscience, but we cannot think it 
is positively conclusive, any more 
than other arguments upon reli- 
gious subjects, which are not 
drawn from the only source of light 
and knowledge upon such subjects. 
Conscience, in our nature, is a 
property extremely variable, the 
creature of education, the sport of 
every wind and tide of doctrine.— 
Its character is formed from the 
religious articles which the indi- 
vidual has adopted, and is liable to 
be changed with every variation 
which he shall make in such arti- 
cles. Hence its decisions partake 
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of the nature of those ‘opinions 
which go to its formation; and 
hence in such a case as the present, 
if the individual who should cite the 
Operations of his own conscience as 
a’proof that his own acts were his 
only sins, had previously formed 
his judgment in relation to this sub- 
ject, and that too, in favour of this 
position, it were a fair presumption, 
that the operations of his con- 
sClence were only the effect of the 
previous judgment which he had 
formed ; and however just such 
Operations might be in themselves, 
they could not consistently be cited 
as proofs, inasmuch as it would be 
more than probable that they were 
the consequence of opinions al- 
ready formed. Besides, no one 
we presume, holds conscience to 
be inspired or infallible, even if it 
be allowed to be the vicegerent of 
God inthe bosom of man. No one 
we presume will maintain that no- 
thing is sinful but that which is 
condemned at the tribunal of con- 
science ; or that every thing which 
she sits in judgment upon, and con- 
demns, is positively a transgression 
of divine law. It may then be 
quite possible not only that there 
are some acts which she condemns 
as sinful, that are not so, but that 
there may be other things of which 
she is no competent judge, of which 
she has no cognizance, and over 
which she passes without notice, 
that in the eye of Heaven may be 
tenfold more sinful than those 
which are every day condemned 
by her. 

The argument drawn from the 
universal sentiments of men upon 
correlative subjects, we conceive 
does not go any farther in support 
of the author’s position, than the 
one drawn from the operations of 
conscience. If it have any weight 
it must proceed upon the ground, 
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that the sentiments which men uni- 
versally maintain upon this sabject, 
are the pattern after which are 
formed the sentiments that God 
would cherish upon a similar sub- 
ject ; and that all other sentsments, 
not thus universally maintained, are 
in violation of his sentiments. To 
take the instance which our author 
has cited—the executors of laws 
condemn nothing in any individual 
but his own personal acts. This, 
the universal sentiments of man- 
kind, have established as a fixed 
rule of justice. Tomake this fact in 
any sort an argument to prove that 
God will account as sin in any in- 
dividual, his own violations of di- 
vine law to the exclusion of every 
thing else, we must proceed upon 
the presumption that God in desig- 
nating what is sinful in us, will fol- 
low the rules which men have es- 
tablished in their administration of 
justice, will account as sinful what 
they do, namely, the actions of 
men in opposition to law, and no- 
thing else. This presumption we 
take it for granted, no one will ad- 
mit. Now, although there can be 
no two propositions more true than 
these, that human laws have regard 
to an individual’s own acts, and 
those only ; and that God will ac- 
count as sinful in any creature, 
those acts in which that creature 
shall transgress divine law, and no 
other ; yet it does not follow, be- 
cause men thus proceed in the ex- 
ecution of justice, that therefore 
God will proceed upon the same 
principle in his dealings with men. 
The premises and the conclusion 
should change places. The manner 
in which God reckons sin, should be 
the ground of argument to prove in 
what manner men should conduct 
in the administration of justice, 
not the laiter the ground of.the 
former. If Mr. Fitch had desired 
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to establish what was the correct 
manner of proceeding among men, 
and prove that they could consider 
only personal violations of flaw as 
penal, reference to the conduct of 
God in this particular would be in 
the highest degree conclusive. If 
God, the greatest, wisest, and the 
most just of beings, regard that 
alone as sin in any being, which 
that being personally commits 
against his laws, then indeed men, 
in the execution of justice upon 
offenders, should have regard to 
nothing but the culprit’s own ac- 
tions. Such we doubt not has been 
the mode of reasoning, by which 
men have imbibed their sentiments 
upon this subject. they have form- 
ed them upon what they conceived 
to be the method of procedure 
with God. Hence such sentiments, 
« being in the order of time posteri- 
or to the conduct of God, and in- 
deed predicated upon it, cannot be- 
come the ground of argument to 
prove what they themselves are 
grounded upon. The sentiments 
and conduct of men, cannot become 
the pattern after which are formed 
the sentiments and conduct of God. 
The narrow space in which our 
ideas are suffered to range, cannot 
bound his operations. For aught 
we can discover, there may be a 
variety of reasons, why that should 
be just with him, which would 
overwhelm our ideas of right, and 
wrong. There may bea thousand 
reasons for any thing we can know, 
why God should reckon as sinful, 
in any being, many other things, 
than his own personal violations of 
law. 

The third argument,which is ad- 
duced in support of the author’s 
position, is drawo from the only 
true source of reasoning upon this 
subject, the word of God ; and this 
argument, we conceive, does most 
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conclusively establish the principle 
in question. Indeed, the very de- 
finition of sin as given us by the sa- 
cred writers, that it is transgression 
of the law, necessarily supposes 
that “sin in every form and in- 
stance, is reducible to the act of a 
moral agent in which he violates a 
known rule of duty.”” Every scrip- 
tural representation of this subject, 
is altogether in unison with this 
idea. The scriptures do indeed 
speak of a sin, which has been en- 
tailed upon us, but they do not 
view it as punishable, and there- 
fore not in the strictest sense of the 
word as sin. That isa fault of na- 
ture, which has descended to us 
from a degenerated parent, but 
which cannot in any wise be pun- 
ishable in us, because no blame can 
attach to us for possessing what, 
by the laws of our constitution, we 
could not avoid. 

But it should seem as though 
some men, not content with that 
tremendous load of guilt which ac- 
tual transgression has accumulated 
upon the race of man, and to which 
every individual isdaily making new 
accessions, are desirous of throw- 
ing upon this already insupportable 
load, the guilt of him, who lived 
and sinned six thousand years ago. 
We will not deny the awful evils 
into which we have been thrown 
by the apostacy of Adam. We will 
not deny the influence of that curse 
which commencing its ravages up- 
on the first culprit, has extend- 
ed through all ages, and blighted 
and withered the whole human 
race. We cannot deny that pain, 
disease, and death have descended 
to us, as our legitimate inheritan- 
ces.’ Nor can we deny that a na- 
ture has come down to us not ouly 
exposed to all the evils of this iife, 
but so impure as to place us in im- 
minent danger of being doomed to 








suffer the miseries of the rest.— 
But God forbid we should think 
that any individual will stand con- 
demned at the throne of God in the 
day of judgment, for the iniquity 
of his first parent. 

The author of these discourses, 
in the remarks which he has ap- 
pended to them, has steered clear 
of such a manifest injustice in God, 
as that of imputing to the race of 
men the guilt of the first transgres- 
sion. And although it be directly 
in opposition to the acknowledged 
opinions of his own order, he has 
expressly denied the imputation of 
Adam’s sin to his posterity. The 
following is his language upon this 
subject. ‘* The explanation which 
has been given very extensively 
by Calvinistic writers, is, that man 
is constituted a sinner at his origin 
by the imputed guilt of the sin of 
Adam, and the vitiosity of his con- 
stitution, both of which are previ- 
ous to moral action, and the latter 
of which certainly subjects him, at 
the time of moral action, to trans- 
gression. But since nothing is sin 
in any given being but his own con- 
duct, in violation of known duty, it 
is obvious that the scriptures in- 
tend not to teach that men are in- 
dividually the subjects of sin, by 
the imputation of guilt, or by viti- 
osity of constitution, previous to 
moral and accountable action, or 
separate from such action.” 

We are pleased to hear such a 
statement from a Calvinistic divine, 
not only because it discovers an 
independence of spirit which is not 
afraid to deviate from the track 
which others of his own denomina- 
tion have pursued, but because it 
indicates a purer theology, than 
that which has long prevailed 
among Congregationalists, and still 
continues, not only in that order of 
Christians, but also among our own 
VOL, ¥.. 
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divines. Indeed the doctrine of 
imputation seems to have been a 
favourite principle, not only with 
the abettors, but even with many of 
the opposers of the Calvinistic ar- 
ticles: with the first we presume, 
because it covers with a cloak of 
seeming justice, that prescription 
which irretrievably consigns to 
everlasting punishment, as well the 
infant as the mature moral agent ; 
and with the last, for no other rea- 
son that we can see, than that the 
early nurture, which many of Ame- 
rican Churchmen have received 
from out of their own Church, has 
spread its contamination to such an 
extent, as that even the ‘*‘ sincere 
milk of the word’? has not been 
able wholly to restore the diseased 
constitution. But while we give 
our unqualified approbation to Mr, 
Fitch’s denial of the doctrine of im- 
putation, as above quoted, we 
cannot withhold our dissent from 
the ideas which are conveyed in 
the next sentence. ‘* We are led, 
therefore, to the conclusion that, 
although man may be so affected at 
his origin in his constitution, as to 
render certain his commencing mo- 
ral agency in sinful action, yet that 
nothing can with truth be called his 
original sin,» but his first moral 
choice or preference being evil,” 
&c. We remark this extraordina- 
ry language in many other passages. 
Thus (p. 25) the constitution of 
man ‘is the remote cause why 
they (his posterity) come into be- 
ing so affected in their constitution 
as to render certain, their sinning 
at the first rather than otherwise.” 
And again (p. 27) ‘‘ the scriptures 
assure us of the fact, that there is 
that at the origin of the descend- 
ants of Adam which renders sin, 
and its entire prevalence certain 
in all.” So (p. 29) ‘* though there 
is a disposing cause existing at the 
32 
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original of man to render certain 
his first moral preference being 
evil,’ &c. This is strange lan- 
guage indeed, and what we were 
not prepared to hear‘from an intel- 
ligent divine, the pastor of an in- 
telligent flock like that which the 
officers and students of Yale Col- 
lege compose. There is fatalism 
in such language. If Adam’s guilt 
does so affect us, as ‘ to render 
certain our beginning moral agen- 
cy in sinful actions’’—‘‘ to render 


certain” our ‘ sinning at first ra-- 


ther than otherwise’’—** to render 
sin and its entire prevalence cer- 
tain in all,’’-—** to render certain”’ 
our “ first moral preference being 
evil,’ what becomes of our free 
agency ? Free agency cannot exist 
when there is a pre-disposing cause 
which irresistibly propels the 
choice to one particular action. 
There is an overruling power ex- 
erting its influence, which must 
infallibly destroy every operation 
of choice in the agent. If this lan- 
guage be correct—if it be certain 
that, in consequence of Adam’s guilt, 
our first moral preference will be 
evil, there is nothing in man,there is 
nothing in God even which can pre- 
vent such preference. The agency 
of man has nothing te do with it. 
There ts a fatalism which, as sure as 
the decrees of Heaven, will render 
our actions sinful while there is 
nothing in us which can prevent its 
certain operation. We are mere 
passive spectators of the irresisti- 
ble influence, which original trans- 
gression is making in our own 
hearts, propelling them to evil; 
and all of this as making us griev- 
ously sinful in the sight of God, 
even this, when we have not the 
least to do in the actual transgress- 
ion; for we can no more arrest 
the influence of our original con- 
tamination, than we can create 
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worlds, mete out heaven with a 
span, or measure the waters with 
the hollow of a hand. Or is it pos- 
sible that in the creed of Mr. F. 
free agency may be preserved en- 
tire, while there are causes ope- 
rating upon the individual who may 
be supposed to possess it, which 
leave. him no choice, but propel 
him without the possibility of re- 
sistance, to a particular species of 
action? We have heard of such 
an union between free-agency and 
the operation of certainties—such 
an union as that man might choose 
good or evil—and yet that an over- 
powering influence should force 
him to evil—that an irresistible 
grace should of a certainty direct 
his choice to religion, and yet he 
be free to make the choice—that 
there might be that in the decrees 
of God, which would render cer- 
tain each .and every act of man ; 
and yet he be left free to choose 
his line of conduct, and free to fol- 
low it. But we had thought that 
such opinions and those similar to 
them, were of late considered as 
religious absurdities, that were not 
suffered to appear in public, but 
only cherished in private, by those 
few whom the love of old-fashion- 
ed and profitless opinions bas still 
retained in error and absurdity. 
Of the style in which these dis- 
courses are written, we have to re- 
mark, that it is by no means so cre- 
ditable to the taste of the Author, 
as his known talents for what is cal- 
led good writing would have led us 
to expect. It is very often ob- 
scure, not so much we presume 
frown the want of clearness in the 
perceptions, as from the use of ob- 
solete and metaphysical words, and 
more especially from very long and 
entangled sentences. It is inele- 
gant in many instances ; and some- 
times excessively harsh, from the 








employment of mathematical terms, 
and the use of words which seldom 
occur in good authors. ‘The meta- 
physical manner in which the sub- 
ject has been treated, might indeed 
forbid all attempts at ornament ; 
but it cannot justify the want of 
perspicuity. And the solicitations 
of friends for the publication of a 
work avowedly the hasty effort of 
weekly preparation for the pulpit, 
however flattering they may have 
been to the author, or however, in 
his view, they may justify its pub- 
lication, cannot account to the pub- 
lic for the appearance of a work, 
which, while it will yield them 
much of profitable instruction, will 
cost them more labour and per- 
plexity in the discovery of its im- 
port. The following sentence may 
serve for the justification of these 
remarks, and as a specimen of the 
author’s manner, pp. 14, 16. 


** Just as if, in order to deny that self- 


Ecclesiastical Intelligence. 


253 


determining power in man which is sub- 
ject to no influence from abroad and 
which wills a given way unexcited by 
any object whateyer,—the foundation 
of the Pelagian and Arminian errors, 
and the subversion of the doctrines of 
grace which imply the certainty of hu- 
man action,—it were necessary to 
verge to the other extreme ; and hold 
that man has no power whatever 
in originating action; that he is not, 
himself, the mover who is to be influ- 
enced, the actor to be addressed; but 
the mere subject of impressions made 
on an intrinsic aud created part of his 
constitution, or the mere vacuum re- 
ceiver of certain immediately created 
phenomena called his acts; and that 
the law of God is addressed to him, not 
tu influence bim as the agent and the 
mover—the living spirit existing out of 
God, who can and who must act either 
in sin or obedience, but as a mere stan- 
dard by which—as in a process of che- 
mistry, or other processes of nature, 
physical qualities are tested—these im- 
pressions and phenomena are tested in 
regard to their (what is vainly called 
moral and accountable) nature.” 


>> o- 
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CoNVOcCATION OF THE CLERGY. 


A Convocation of the Clergy of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
this diocese, was held at New-Ha- 
ven, on Tuesday, 3d of October. 

The Bishop was absent on ac- 
count of sickness in his family.— 
About thirty of the clergy attended. 
The Rev. Mr. Marsh was appoint- 
edtothe Chair. The Sermon was 
preached by the Rev. E. Kutledge. 

The subject of converting the 
Churchman’s Magazine into a 
weekly paper was discussed, and 
left to the determination of the Bi- 
shop, with such of the clergy as he 
should see fit to.consult. A com- 
mittee was app®inted on the sub- 

ject of religious tracts, and author- 


ized to contract with some Book- 
seller for the publishing such as 
they should select, on the terms 
that tracts are sold by the Ameri- 
can Tract Society. After some 
very interesting discussion, a com- 
mittee was appointed on the subject 
of an Education Society. The 
sense of the Convocation was also 
expressed on the subject of a Ge- 
neral Sunday School Society, and 
the delegates from this Diocese to 
the General Convention, were-re- 
quested to co-operate in any meas- 
ures which might be adopted for 
the organizatiou of such a Society. 
Some discussion took place on the 
subject of the Domestic and Fo- 
reign Missionary Society. Acom- 
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mittee was appointed to address a 
letter of condolence to the family 
of the late Rey. Dr Bronson.— 
Several other sabjects occupied 
the attention of the meeting, and 
elicited discussion. 

The session was one of the most 
interesting which we have attend- 
ed. Its proceedings were conduct- 
ed with great unanimity, and we 
trust the measures which were 
adopted in a spirit of zeal for the 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom, 
and with earnest prayer for the di- 
rection and blessing of heaven, 
will exert asalutary influenceover 
the interests of Zion. 


The Trustees of the Episcopal 
Academy met at Cheshire on the 
4th of October. The members of 


the Board were generally present. 
In the absence of the President, 
the Rev. A. Baldwin was appointed 
to the Chair. 
portance was transacted. 


No business of im- 
The 
Prudential Committee were direct- 
ed to employ the Rev. Mr. Corn- 
well or some other qualified person, 
to take the provisional charge of 
the Institution until the next Con- 
vention, when it is expected that a 
Principal will be elected. 


Consecration of St. Peter’s Church, in 
Hebron. 

On Thursday the 19th Oct. St. 
Peter’s Church, in Hebron, was 
consecrafed to the service of Al- 
mighty God by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Brownell, in the presence of a 
number of Clergymen, and a large 
concourse of people from that and 
the neighbouring towns, Morning 

rayers were celebrated by the 
Rev. Bethel Judd. The Bishop’s 
sentence of consecration, which 
separates it from all unhallowed 
and common uses, was read by the 
Rev. William Jarvis, rector of the 
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Parish ; and a very appropriate anil 
impressive sermon from Ps. xxvii. 
4, was delivered by the Bishop.— 
After the sermon, the Bishop ad- 
ministered the Apostolical rite of 
Confirmation to about 26 persons. 
The stillness which pervaded the 
namerous assembly, and the deep 
attention visible in every counten- 
ance, were a very satisfactory evi- 
dence that the congregation took a 
lively interest in the solemnities of 
the day. Among the interesting 
services, we ought not to pass un- 
noticed the singing, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Porter; it was in 
a style, solemn, devotional, and 
unaflected. Seldom or never have 
we heard this interesting part of 
public worship better performed. 
The zeal and liberality displayed 
by the congregation of St. Peter’s 
Church, is worthy of commenda- 
tion and imitation. Though few 
in number, and far from abounding 
in wealth they have erected a beau- 
tiful Gothic brick Church, which is 
at once an honour to their Chris- 
tian profession, and an ornament to 
their town; thus*proving, where 
the will is good, the means will be 
found, and the deed accomplished. 
May their laudable example speak 
with authority to their brethren sit- 
uated as they have been, Go ye and 
do likewise. ‘The practice of con- 
secrating certain places to the wor- 
ship of Almighty God, and setting 
them apart from all unhallowed and 
secular purposes, is of high anti- 
quity—whether the practice ori- 
ginated with man, or was a dictate 
of God himself, every person must 
see and acknowledge its decency 
and propriety. My feelings, and I 
presume the feelings of others, 
have been deeply wounded, omsee- 
ing a house erected for the worship 
of God, one day efployed for this 
purpose, and perhaps the next, 
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made the theatre for the display of 
some of the worst passions of our 
nature. A building erected for 
public worship, should always cre- 
ate in us a reverential awe of the 
Great | AM who inhabits it. When 
we enter it we should feel as Jacob 
did, when he exclaimed, Surely 
the Lord is in this place. How 
dreadful is this place! This is none 
other but the house of God, and this 
is the gate of Heaven. 
Canal of Intelligence. 


ORDINATION. 

On Sunday, the 29th inst. in 
Grace Church, Hamden, the Rey. 
William T. Potter, Assistant Minis- 
ter in Trinity Church, New-Haven, 
was admitted to the holy order of 
Priests, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Brownell. 


On Wednesday the 11th ult. 
Bishop White returned to the city 
of Philadelphia, after an absence of 
47 days, during which he visited 


the congregations in the North 
Eastern section of tle State. 

On Sunday, the Ist October, ac- 
companied by the Rev. Messrs. 
Kemper, Huntington, and Marks, 
the Bishop consecrated to the wor- 
ship of Almighty God, St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, in Pike township, 
Bradford county, and administered 
the holy rite of confirmation to 20 
persons. Twenty-six participated 
of the Lord’s Supper. 

On Sunday, the 8th inst. the 
Bishop preached in St. Stephen’s 
Church, Wilkesbarre, and confirm- 
ed 15 persons, 4 of whom had been 
baptized by the rector, the Rev. 
Mr. Huntington, the day before.— 
On his journey up, the Bishop 
preached in this church, on con- 
firmation, on the evening of the 
28th September.—~Church Reg’r. 


OrpinaTIONS IN INDIA. 


‘*On the 30th of November, the 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta held an 
ordination in the Cathedral, when 
the Rev. Theophilus Reichardt, 
who had received his education at 
the University aod Mission College 
at Basle, in Switzerland, and had 
been ordained in the Lutheran 
Church before he left that country, 
and the Rev. W. Bowley and the 
Rev. Abdool Messeeh who some 
years ago received Lutheran ordi- 
nation in this country, having found 
it expedient, from their connection 
with the Church of England, to ap- 
ply for Episcopal Orders, were ad- 
mitted to the Order of Deacons ; 
and, on December 2Ist, His Lord- 
ship held asecond ordination in the 
Cathedral, when Mr. John Adling- 
ton, who had been prevented by a 
serious accident from attending on 
the previous occasion, was ordain- 
ed a deacon, and the before-men- 
tioned three gentlemen were ad- 
mitted to the Order of Priesis. All 
these gentlemen have been enga- 
ged for several years past in the 
service of the Church Missionary 


‘Society. Their character, as faith- 


ful and diligent Missionaries, has 
been sufficiently established; and 
their labours were inspected and 
approved by the Lord Bishop of 
the Diocese, in his late visitation of 
the Upper Provinces. 

The Rey. Abdool Messeeh has 
been residing at Agra since the ear- 
ly part of 1813. During, that pe- 
riod, many natives bave been con- 
verted to Christianity by his means; 
and the families of the Christian 
drummers and fifers attached to na- 
tive corps, who have from time to 
time been stationed at Agra, as well 
as the other native Christians resi- 
dent in that neighborhood, have 
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greatly benefitted by his labours. 
He educates himself 10 or 12 
Christian youths. His stated con- 
gregation consists of from 30 to 5U 
native Christians, many of whom are 
intelligent and sincere believers ; 
and, on festivals, upwards of 100 
frequently attend on his ministry. 

Mr. Reichardt, on his applica- 
tion for admission to holy orders, 
was requested by the Archdeacon 
to state the grounds of his applica- 
tion, which he did as follows :— 

1. Before 1 left Germany for 
England, the Liturgy and Articles 
of the Anglican Church were put 
into my hands by the principal of 
the Mission College at Basle, with 
a request that I would peruse them 
carefully, and state my opinion 
whether I could conscientiously 
join the Church of England, as 
otherwise I should not be sent to 
that country ; this happened in Ju- 
ly 1821. After an attentive peru- 
sal of the Prayer book, I gave it as 
my opinion that I found the Arti- 


cles of the English Church perfect- 
ly agreeing with Holy Writ ; and 
therefore I had no objection what- 
ever to join that Church, either by 
ordination or in labouring under 


her auspices. The consequence 
was, that I. was sent. to England to 
proceed to India as a minister of 
the Gospel in connexion with the 
Church Missionary Society. My 
views with respect to the Scriptu- 
ral and Apostolical character of the 
Anglican Church having been con- 
firmed during my stay in India, it is 
now my ardent wish to be admitted 
to Episcopal Orders. 

2. According to the laws of the 
English government, I find, that 
though I am labouring under the 
Established Church, yet | am not 
recognised as belongir.g to her; 
and any ministerial act of mine 
would not be considered legal and 
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binding. My hands are conse- 
quently tied, and my sphere of use- 
fulness is extremely limited: my 
second reason, therefore, is, that I 
may become morg extensively use- 
ful for the making of the Gospel 
known in these parts which | may 
expect to be, by the grace of God, 
if 1 am ordained a minister of the 
Established Church. 

~3. Seeing, as before stated, how 
Lutheran clergymen are situated in 
this country, | was induced to ad- 
dress a letter on the subject, about 
fifteen months ago, to the Directors 
of the Mission College at Basle, re- 
questing them not to send out any 
German Missionaries without an 
Episcopal ordination. Having for 
some time entertained a wish to be 
myself admitted to the privileges of 
the English Church, and approv- 
ing as I do, fully of the Articles, 
Liturgy, &c. and earnestly wishing 
to become as useful as possible for 
the propogation of the Gospel, cir- 
cumstances appearing now to be fa- 
vourable, I think it a duty which I 
owe to the Clrch Missionary Soci- 
ety and myself, to desire being ad- 
mitted by his Lordship the Bishop 
of Calcutta to Episcopal Orders. 


a 


OBITUARY. 


Died, at Ashtabula, in the state 
of Ohio, the Rev. Rocer Searte, 
formerly of this Diocese, in the 
54th year of his age Mr. Searle 
was, for several years, a clergyman 
of the Methodist denomination.— 
From a conviction of the insufhi- 
ciency and irregularity of their or- 
dination, he was led to apply for 
ordination in the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. It is not known at 
what time he received holy erders ; 
but itis believed that he was or- 
dained by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Jarvis, 








at New-Haven. Soon after his or- 
dination, he settled at Durham, 
where he officiated two or three 
years. From Durham, he remov- 
ed to the parish of St. Peter’s and 
St.Matthew’s in Plymouth, the rec- 
torship of which he held for a pe- 
riod of ten or twelve years. 

His labours were here much 
blessed, and he gained the esteem 
and affection of a large circle of 
friends. At the earnest solicita- 
tion of some of the Bishops and 
Clergy, and many gentlemen of dis- 
tinction in Ohio, he visited that 
State in the year 1817, and in a 
few months travelled over a large 
part of that extensive region, and 
organized Churches in a number 
of the most important settlements. 
He was every where received with 
much cordiality ; and we trust by 
his great exertions that much good 
was accomplished. ‘The following 
year he removed his family to Me- 
dina, in that State, the centre of 
the extensive field in which he de- 
termined to labour. 

For several years his labours 
were arduous, and bis privations 
great. He was amiable and affec- 
tronate in his disposition. The re- 
membrance of his good qualities 
will be long cherished in the do- 
mestic circle. He closed a life of 
much vicissitude at the place where 
he first preached after he crossed 
the Alleghany, and among the 
friends who first embraced him on 
his mission to the west. 


Departed this life, on the 14th of 
Aug. Mrs. ExvizasetH Kemp, con- 
sort of the Right Rev. James Kemp, 
bishop of the Protestagt Episcopal 
Church in Maryland. 

The lingering ilness and death 
of Mrs. Kemp were marked in Bal- 
timore by more than an usual ex- 
pression of affectionate sympathy ; 
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and most worthily, as many there 
well know, was that sympathy be- 
stowed. How admirably did she 
illustrate the character of a Christ- 
ian woman as sketched by St. Paul! 
In how engaging a point of view did 
she exhibit the virtues which the 
apostle enjoins emphatically upon 
the wife of a minister of Jesus 
Christ !—faithful, grave, benevo- 
lent, unostentatious, full of good 
works. The abiding spirit of cheer- 
fulness which the peace of the gos- 
pel inspires ; the sincerity which 
is sustained by a consciousness of 
worthy purposes ; the piety which, 
presenting its sacrifice before the 
eye of God alone, cannot withhold 
its fragrance from being diffused 
among men; the patience & meek- 
ness which severe providential dis- 
pensations could not exhaust ;— 
these were among the distinguish- 
ing features of her character, upon 
which the memory of many will 
dwell with affectionate veneration ; 
and which displayed during her 
life, in a convineing manner, the 
power of religion upon the heart. 
It would not be in correspondence 
with a character so retiring and un- 
affected in its piety, to speak at 
length of the holy triamph of faith 
in her dying hour: but it wasa pa- 
tient waiting for God Neither for 
similar reasons will we permit our- 
selves to show how much of devout 
resignation is exercised to sustain, 
without repining, the loss of sucha 
mother and such afriend. But let 
us all learn to feel augmented con- 
fidence in those Christian doctrines 
which can produce such fruits : 
and let us conceive stronger desires 
for those rewards of religion, which, 
springing upon the earth in so ma- 
ny happy and amiable graces, shall 
bloom with imperishable beauty in 
the kingdom of God.—Christian 
Journal. 
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Notice to the Patrons of the Churchman’s Magazine. 





Ir is thought due to the Patrons of this work to state, that the Convocation, 
in consideration of the loss which the famiiy of the late Editor would probably 
sustain were it not continued through the twelve Numbers, determined, at its 
late meeting, to complete the present volume. And there was an implied pledge 
that the clergy generally would assist in conducting it through the remaining 
numbers, by occasional contributions of original matter. The remaining num- 
bers, it was understood, were to be published two in each month, that the volume 
might be finished by the first of January, in order that at that pericd a new pa- 
per might be commenced. By this arrangement, the volume will soon be com- 
pleted, and the Subscribers furnished with the usual ecclesiastical record, until 
their patronage shall be solicited for a new paper. 

The present conductor of the Magazine has volunteered his services, with a 

* sele view of benefitting the family of a much valued friend, by concluding the 
volume ; and he trusts that he shall receive the countenance and assistance of 
the members of the Convocation, the work having eriginated with them, and being 
now continued under their sanction. In consequence of avocations which occupy 
a large proportion of his time, he will be able to do very little, if any more than to 
furnish a few selections, and to arrange the several articles of ecclesiastical in- 
telligence. But he would be disappointed if the future numbers were not to 
contain many articles under the head of Communications. Having no other in- 
terest himself in the continuance of the work, than that which he supposes each 
of his Brethren must feel, he considers the task which circumstances seem to 
have imposed, a large share of the labour necessary to finish the work. 

The late Editor had prepared the articles for the October number, and a part 
of those for November, previous to his last sickness. It was due to bis memory, 
and to his subscribers, that these should be inserted. 

The death of the Editor, in addition to other circumstances, renders it neces- 
sary to call upon the Agents to collect the sums due, and to transmit the amount 
to Messrs. Starr & Niles. As an impression has existed, to some extent, that 
these gentlemen were proprietors, we take this opportunity to state, that they 
were employed only as Printers; and that though they were made Agents to re- 
ceive money, the pecuniary responsibility rested solely upon the late Editor. 

As it will diminish the expense, in some measure, no articles will hereafter ap- 
pear in the small type. 

The subject of Communications is again referred to for the purpose of ex- 
pressing the thanks of the present conductor, to the author of the Review of the 
Rev. Mr. Fitch's discourses, for the assistance which he has rendered him ; and 
of requesting that Essays, &c. designed for the work may be communicated as 
eafly as possible. 

iF Owing to a delay in the communication ef some dates and facts relating to 

Dr. Bronson, the Memeir,which ought to have appeared in this Number, is una- 

voidably deferred until the next. 









































NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


An ingenious Criticism upon that difficult text, 1 Pet. iv. 6, will appear in the 
next number. The Observations on Rom. viii. 14, will be inserted. Vindex; 
and the Notice of Dr. Griffin’s Sermon are received, but too late for the present 
Number. 











ERRATA.—Page 228. for conscientia read conscientiac. 





